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ROBINSON CRUSOE OF SPACE
A JON JARL Advent™

By Eando Binder

IN 1949. before space travel, only telescopes

could be used to discover the planets and
satellites and asteroids in the Solar System. But
in 2261 A.D., space ships themselves could cruise

through the vast void and find new worlds by
direct visitation. Each year, new bodies were

tion of Litutenam Jon Jarl of the Space Patrol.
He was cruising far past Neptune when the
einy pin point fir6t caught his eye. Fuelled, he

Jon became excited.' It was thrllhng tobt'the

UN Colurnbui as he aped for the planetoid and

his helpless ship dowi
Jon had no chance t

nlnd « :. He had c

oriel.

indcd o

Minutes later, Jon's senses slowly swam back.
He sat up, feeling his legs and arms gingerly.
No bones broken, luckily. He staggered erect

total wreck. It had smashed open like an' egg-
shell. It would never fly again. A cold chill

, .
.
libs s shipwrecked sail

" Jon shook himself, tie was ;umping

'•dw

L Jo. iould a . by
probably only Z:

miles in diameter. That meant that Jon could
walk completely around it—some 80 miles

—

in one day. The gravity was so light that Jon
could take big long leaps and cover territory

fast.

Jon nan only one thing to be really thankful
for—that this tiny world had an atmosphere.

This was not too strange, in that many small

worlds had "heavy" air which did not leak off

into the vacuum of space. Earth's type of light

air would not remain in such a weak gravity

field. But heavy air, composed of multiple oxy-
gen and nitrogen molecules, did not drift away.

Also
world.

isingly v h the n
'ay. This' Jon 'knew, would he due to

high percentage of radioactive elements in the

ill, which gave off steady heat. As a result of

le almost tropical warmth, vegetation grew
ixuriantly. Jon was soon wandering through a

irest of giant fern -like trees. And suddenly, a

erce beast attacked. It looked more like a tiger

landing. Useless!

Jon flung the gun at the roaring

ily. The foliowin

hands!" Only his

i smashing bulkhiad had ground most
i and coPtamsis of food -o sbredt. The
k had split and the precious fluid had
Ito the ground. Jon had only enough

Panting. Jon went on He kept watch and
avoidtd u-htr reaming cain.vores Peuuic> Wer*
thee prnpie' C;iiei' Kut 2* hoi is lata, having

"Let's face it," he mumbled aloud. "I'm alone
on this world. The only human being here. In
other wards—I'm now the Robinson Crusoe of
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